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On June 24, 2026, at 6:04 PM local time, Venezuela was struck by back-to-back earthquakes 39 seconds apart in

Yaracuy state. The earthquakes, the first of which was a magnitude of 7.2 and the second of which was a

magnitude of 7.5, caused extensive damage throughout north-central Venezuela, including in the capital of Caracas

and in La Guaira state. 

Any immediate estimates on casualty rates are likely to severely underestimate the reality. 

Reports quoting current regime numbers suggest approximately 164 confirmed deaths; however, the U.S.

Geological Survey (USGS) issued a red PAGER alert, its highest level of projected risk to people and property,

predicting an 8 percent risk of fatalities from 100 to 1,000 people, a 33 percent chance of fatalities from 1,000 to

10,000 people, and a 42 percent chance of fatalities ranging from 10,000 to 100,000. Risk of fatalities over 100,000

is at 17 percent. Nearly 2.4 million people experienced “very strong” shaking, 401,000 experienced “severe”

shaking, and 29,000 experienced “violent” shaking. Preliminary assessments are most likely derived from higher

income neighborhoods, leaving the true toll in more vulnerable working-class areas unknown.

The earthquake and ensuing response in Venezuela is worsened by a history of regime officials

deprioritizing emergency response services and failing to invest in appropriate infrastructure. 

The current Minister responsible for coordinating a response is Minister for Interior, Justice, and Peace Diosdado

Cabello Rondón, a U.S.-designated individual indicted for arms trafficking and narcotics trafficking. At the same

time, the collapse of long-standing U.S. humanitarian programs as part of the shuttering of USAID, the Chavez-

era dissolution of Civil Defense capabilities (the Venezuelan version of FEMA), and the inability of the current

Venezuelan regime to develop contingency plans despite clear warnings of regular earthquakes in Venezuela has

slowed immediate response. 

This is the worst earthquake in over a century in Venezuela. 

Venezuela sits on the boundary between two tectonic plates — the Caribbean Plate and South American Plate,

making large earthquakes likely every 30–60 years. The last major earthquake in Caracas was in 1967, when a 6.6

magnitude earthquake killed over 200 people and injured hundreds more. However, the 2026 earthquake appears

to have caused even worse damage. 

This devastation compounds the existing humanitarian crisis, driven by the regime’s misuse of state

resources and institutional collapse, that is likely to be felt for years to come. 

Current rescue efforts are hampered by outdated extrication equipment and an uncoordinated government

response, threatening continued death as people suffer under the rubble. While many homes were destroyed by

the earthquake itself, many more will need to be torn down due to new structural vulnerabilities, leaving

potentially thousands homeless — and compromising their safety in the meantime — while the government fails

to warn them of the continuing risk. Homeowner’s insurance, so ubiquitous in the United States, does not exist in

Venezuela, meaning many people will lose the few remaining assets available to them after Venezuela’s economic

collapse. 

President Trump and Secretary of State Rubio both indicated that the United States would provide

support, including search and rescue teams, medical resources, and humanitarian assistance. 

Addressing the devastating humanitarian impact is critical for the people of Venezuela and for U.S. security.

Without doing so, Venezuela could collapse into deeper instability, prompting additional surges of illegal

immigration or providing narcotraffickers and terrorist organizations safe havens from which to operate. Full

needs and solutions will only be known once there is a deeper assessment of the devastation. 
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