
 

 

 
April 29, 2026 
 
The Honorable Donald J. Trump 
President of the United States 
The White House 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue NW 
Washington, D.C. 20500 
 
Dear President Trump, 
 
During your upcoming meeting with Chairman Xi Jinping, we respectfully request that you advocate for Pastor Ezra 
Jin Mingri to be released from prison and allowed to leave China. Pastor Jin is a Christian minister who has been 
unjustly imprisoned in China since October 10, 2025, and he is also the father of an American citizen, Grace Jin 
Drexel, who is due to give birth this June. Securing Pastor Jin’s release in time for the birth of his grandchild would be 
an impressive win that aligns with your administration’s laudable emphasis on protecting Christians from persecution. 
 
Pastor Jin is the founder of Zion Church, which has multiple locations in China. He was abducted by Chinese 
authorities along with more than 20 other pastors and leaders of Zion Church as part of one of the largest nationwide 
crackdowns on Christian churches in decades. In spite of the lies made up by Chinese authorities to justify this 
persecution, Pastor Jin and his fellow believers pose no threat and simply desire to worship God peacefully. 
 
Leading experts on religious freedom, including from the United States Commission on International Religious 
Freedom (USCIRF) and the U.S. Department of State, have documented that there is a significant amount of religious 
persecution in China perpetrated by the Chinese Communist Party under Xi’s leadership against people of many 
faiths. The 2025 USCIRF Annual Report found that “religious freedom conditions in China remained among the 
worst in the world.” It was your first administration that courageously issued the determination, backed by ample 
evidence, that China was committing genocide and crimes against humanity against religious minorities in Xinjiang, 
including Uyghur Muslims. 
 
In your upcoming discussion with Chairman Xi, you have the opportunity to be a champion for religious freedom and 
for persecuted Christians that are being unfairly and unjustly punished for their beliefs. We ask that you: 
 

1. Advocate that Pastor Ezra Jin Mingri be released and allowed to leave China. 
2. Advocate for the release of all the unjustly detained members of Zion Church. 
3. Make clear that the United States expects China to end its religious persecution against people of all faiths, 

and that the United States is prepared to issue sanctions and visa bans targeting specific Chinese officials 
responsible for religious persecution. 

 
Thank you for your attention to this important matter. 
 
Sincerely, 
*Organizations are listed for identification purposes only and do not imply endorsement 
 
Elliott Abrams      Robert Wilkie 
Senior Fellow      Secretary of Veterans Affairs (2018-2021) 
Council on Foreign Relations    Under Secretary of Defense (2017-2018)    

Matt Pottinger      Carrie Filipetti 
Governance Board Member    Executive Director 
The Vandenberg Coalition    The Vandenberg Coalition   



 

 

  

Tim Chapman      David Closson 
President      Family Research Council 
Advancing American Freedom  

Kelley Currie Daniel Darling 
Director, Land Center for Cultural Engagement 
Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminary 

Bill Drexel      Olivia Enos 
Senior Fellow      Senior Fellow 
Hudson Institute     Hudson Institute 

David Feith      Brett Fetterly 
Senior Fellow 
Hudson Institute 

Richard Fontaine     Tod Lindberg 
Chief Executive Officer     Senior Fellow 
Center for a New American Security   Hudson Institute 

Anne Lord      Peter Mattis 
Director of Government Affairs    President 
The Vandenberg Coalition    The Jamestown Foundation 

Meg Reiss      Zineb Riboua  
CEO       Research Fellow 
SolidIntel      Hudson Institute 

Nina Shea      David Shedd 
Senior Fellow and Director, Center for Religious Freedom Former Acting Director, Defense Intelligence Agency 
Hudson Institute     CEO, Faith Without Boundaries, LLC 

John Shelton      Katelyn Shelton 
Vice President of Policy     Visiting Fellow  
Advancing American Freedom    Ethics and Public Policy Center  

Craig Singleton     Michael Sobolik 
Senior Fellow      Senior Fellow 
Foundation for Defense of Democracies   Hudson Institute 

Corban Teague     Daniel Twining     
Senior Policy Director     President      
The Vandenberg Coalition    International Republican Institute 

Kenneth Weinstein 
Japan Chair 
Hudson Institute 
 
Cc: Secretary of State Marco Rubio  

Jessica Farrell


